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[Video: What Is Your Work from ignitermedia.com ] 
 
We are created to _work_.  
 
Genesis 2:15 (NIV) The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it. 
 
 What mean by “work”? 
 Occupation is how I resources to live  

Work is the contribution I make to God’s creation 
 Vocation is God’s call to partnership 
 
We are created in the _image of God_. 
 
Gen 1:27(NRSV) So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them. 
 

Genesis 1:1-28 (NRSV) In the beginning when God created[a] the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God[b] swept over the face of the 
waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit 
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 
saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be 
for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light 
upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser 
light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule 
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across 
the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every 
kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God 



blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 
earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild 
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and 
the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind[c] in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals 
of the earth,[d] and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

27 So God created humankind[e] in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them;[f] 
    male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.”  

•God is _creative_ 
Gen 1:1-2 (NRSV) In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 
of the waters. 
 Light and chaos becomes ordered 
 Livable space 
 Organize space into land and sea with vegetation 
 Lights in sky to measure time 
 Animals in sea and air 
 Land animals crowned with humanity 
  
•God is _purposeful_ 
 
Gen 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31   … was good.  
 
 Not moral assessment but appropriate for the goal 
 
 We are made to be creative and purposeful – capable of shaping our world 
 
God wants me to continue the  good work of creation 
 
Gen 1:28 (GN) Have many children, so that your descendants will live all over the earth and bring it 
under their control.  I am putting you in charge of the fish, the birds, and all the wild animals.  
 
 Stewardship rather than plunder 
 
My work is to cultivate _blessing_ in the world. 
 
 Work in whatever setting 



 Discipleship beyond church activities – bringing God’s kingdom: Prayer: “Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 
 
Work is an act of _worship_.  
 
Colossians 3:23-24 (NCV) In all the work you are doing, work the best you can. Work as if you were 
doing it for the Lord, not for people. 24 Remember that you will receive your reward from the Lord, 
which he promised to his people. You are serving the Lord Christ. 
 
 “Givers” at work [Preaching Today illustration] 
 Image of God – that others can see God at work through us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WHEN WORK IS A FOUR-LETTER WORD  

Genesis 3:17-19 
June 21, 2015 
Dr. Tim Beal 

 
[Video “Meaningless” from ignitermedia.com] 
 last week – created to work 
  image of God: creative and purposeful 
  partners in making world blessed place 
  fulfillment and significance 
 
 Why work such a pain (fill in other 4 letter words) 
 
Work is impacted by  _sin_.  
 
 Story of Fall (Gen 3) 
 Serpent not eat any tree? 
 Woman correct – eat all but one – die 
 Serpent: not die; eyes opened and like God 
 “saw that tree was good for food, delight to eyes, desired to make one wise – 
took and ate and gave to husband 
 hid – naked – tree? 
 Man blame wife (you gave her to me); woman blame serpent 
 
Genesis 3:17-19 (GN) And he said to the man, “You listened to your wife and ate the fruit which I told 
you not to eat. Because of what you have done, the ground will be under a curse. You will have to 
work hard all your life to make it produce enough food for you. It will produce weeds and thorns, and 
you will have to eat wild plants. You will have to work hard and sweat to make the soil produce 
anything, until you go back to the soil from which you were formed. You were made from soil, and you 
will become soil again.” 
 
 Sin: rejecting God’s rule 
 
Work can be painfully _hard_. 
 
 Atmosphere 
 Undesirable jobs 
 Greg Mallard (founder of Iona – every week take turn cleaning toilets “That 
way I am preserved from preaching sermons about the dignity of work” 
 
Work can be _futile_ 
 
 Disillusioned 
 
Eccles. 2:22-23 (NCV) What do people get for all their work and struggling here on earth? All of their 
lives their work is full of pain and sorrow, and even at night their minds don’t rest. This is also useless. 
 



Work can be an _idol_ 
 
Luke 12 16-21 (Mess) Then he told them this story: “The farm of a certain rich man produced a terrific 
crop. He talked to himself: ‘What can I do? …Then I’ll gather in all my grain and goods, and I’ll say to 
myself, Self, you’ve done well! You’ve got it made and can now retire. Take it easy and have the time 
of your life!’ “Just then God showed up and said, ‘Fool! Tonight you die. And your barnful of goods—
who gets it? ’“That’s what happens when you fill your barn with Self and not with God.” 
 
Work can be an _addiction_ 
 
 God does not want us to become workaholics 
 
Exodus 20:8-10 (NLT) “Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 You have six days 
each week for your ordinary work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest dedicated to the LORD 
your God. On that day no one in your household may do any work. 
 
 Rest is enzyme of life (Jesus withdraw) 
 Need boundaries for some things to flourish  
 Muddy water clear by allowing to be still 
 Stop not out of fatigue but to enjoy (Creation) 
 
Ex. 20:11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in 
them, but he rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 
consecrated it. 
 
 Sabbath as day to connect with and honor God 
 
God provides the _context_ for work. 
Eccles. 3:12-13 (NCV) So I realize that the best thing for them is to be happy and enjoy themselves as 
long as they live. God wants all people to eat and drink and be happy in their work, which are gifts 
from God. 
 
 Job/occupation: doing what needs to be done to make a living 
 Work: contribution I make to God’s creation 
 Vocation/calling: realize potential as a partner in accomplishing God’s 
purposes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

God’s Investment Strategy 
 Matthew 25:14-30 

June 28, 2015 
Dr. Tim Beal 

 
Recap: created to work 
  Image of God: creative and purposeful 
    Partner in task of making world a blessed place 
  Sin has corrupted: work experience frustration and temptation – God 
calls us to make a difference 
 
In Matt 25 several parables about how God works: 
 
Matthew 25:14-30 (NRSV) “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves 
and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents,[a] to another two, to another 
one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the five 
talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the 
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long 
time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had 
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with the two 
talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have 
made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into 
the joy of your master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in 
the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy 
slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 
27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would 
have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the 
one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have 
an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 
30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 
God is _investing in me_  
Matthew 25:14 (NIV) Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted his property to them. 
 
 “Talent” weight 6000 denarii; 16 years wages 
   parable changed meaning of term 



 
Ephesians 2:10 (NRSV) For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 
 
 Not withdraw from world but agent in it 
 Luke 3:10-14 John the Baptist  
 
God will ask for _an accounting_ 
 Matthew 25:19 (NIV) After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts 
with them. 
 

My responsibility is based on my capacity  
 
Matthew 25:15 (NRSV) to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. 
 
 God not demand what cannot give but expect to offer best 
 
Failure to act makes my faith a _dead relic_ instead of a living treasure.  
Matthew 25:26-27 (Mess) “The master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live 
cautiously like that! If you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than the least? The least you 
could have done would have been to invest the sum with the bankers, where at least I would have 
gotten a little interest. 
 
In God’s economy: _use_ it or _lose_ it. 
Matthew 25:29 (NIV) For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him 
 
 Muscle in cast 
 Gift cards 
 

The Parable’s questions for me: 
 
•What are the “_talents_” God has entrusted to me? 
 
•How am I using them for _God’s purposes_? 
 
•What must I do to be able to say to God: “I have done the _best_ with what you 
have given me.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Who Are You Working For? 
 Colossians 3:22-4:1 

July 12, 2015 
Dr. Tim Beal 

 
Recap series 
 Created to work 
  Image of God: creative and purposeful 
  Partners in making world blessed place 
  In employment or out 
 Work is impacted by sin: rejecting God’s rule 
  Hard, futile, addictive, idol  
 God provides context: God investing in us 
  We are accountable 
 
How work with others 
 
Colossians 3:17 (NRSV) And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
How discipleship impacts how I do my job 
 
Colossians 3:22-4:1 (NRSV) Slaves, obey your earthly masters[a] in everything, not only 
while being watched and in order to please them, but wholeheartedly, fearing the Lord.[b] 
23 Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for your masters,[c] 
24 since you know that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward; you 
serve[d] the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for whatever wrong has been 
done, and there is no partiality. 4 1 Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, for you know 
that you also have a Master in heaven. 
 
Slavery 
 
When I am supervised: 

I will  _do my job_  
 

Col. 3:22 (NIV) Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is 
on you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 
 
 Martin Luther – cobbler: how to serve God? What is your work? Shoemaker – 
“then make good shoes and sell at a fair price [Preaching Today illustration] 
 

I will _do my best_ 
 

Col. 3:23 (NRSV) Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for your 
masters 



 
 Martin Luther King [Preaching Today illustration] 
 

I will _reflect God’s standards_  
 

Col. 3:25 (GN) And all wrongdoers will be repaid for the wrong things they do, because God judges 
everyone by the same standard.  
 
When I supervise: 

I will _act justly and fairly_ 
 

Col. 4:1 (NRSV) Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly 
 
 Consider other perspective 
 Treat as would wish to be treated 
 
 I am _accountable to God_ 
 
Col. 4:1 (NRSV) for you know that you also have a Master in heaven. 
 
 Northwestern [Preaching Today illustration] 
 
When I am my own boss, I will _honor Christ_. 
 
Col. 3:17 (NRSV) And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus 
 
 Restaurant – serving Queen / Bus Driver [Preaching Today Illustrations] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In the World But Not of the World 

 Romans 12:1-2 
July 19, 2015 
Dr. Tim Beal 

 
(Recap series 
Created to work image of God 
Partners in continuing work of blessing 
Sin makes hard futile, addictive even idolatrous 
Context: God investing in us 
Shapes conduct in job) 
 

Our _culture_ shapes us 
 

(Modern / Post-Modern) 
Truth through scientific method / Truth through personal experience 

Continual progress anticipated / Progress has a price 
Organized religion / individual spiritual journey 

 
(Internet) 

Wired magazine published the results of study done by UCLA Prof Gary Small on 
how internet is literally rewiring our brains. Compared brain activity of novice and 
experienced web surfers using magnetic resonance imaging. Discovered 
experienced web surfers developed distinctive neural pathways; even novice show 
change: in only 5 hours display rewiring of brain 
 
Author of article, Nicholas Carr: “When we go online, we enter an environment that 
promotes cursory reading, hurried and distracted thinking, and superficial learning. 
Even as the internet grants us easy access to vast amounts of information, it is 
turning us into shallower thinkers… 
 
Our _work_ shapes us 
 
Miroslav Volf : Human work is ultimately significant not only because it contributes to 
the future environment of human beings but also because it leaves an indelible 
imprint on their personalities. 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 
Romans 12:1-2 (NRSV) 

 
We live out faithfulness in _the real world_ 
  



Romans 12:1 ( Mess) So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary 
life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an 
offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. 
 
John 17:16-18 (NIV) They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by[a] 
the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 
 
We are called to be  _change agents_ 
 
Romans 12:2 (Mess) Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even 
thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize 
what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you 
down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. 
 

Matthew 5:13-16 (Mess) “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out 
the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You’ve lost your 
usefulness and will end up in the garbage. 

 “Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a 
secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t 
think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there 
on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, 
you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven. 

 
The example of Daniel: 
 
(Context of exile; Nebuchadnezar  training academy; new names -court) 
 
� A Younger Daniel was willing to be _countercultural_  
 
 (Chtr 1  food; keep kosher diet, palace master sympathetic but fearful, 10 day 
trial for Daniel and 4 colleagues) 
 
� A mature Daniel stayed _faithful_ when challenged 
 
 (Chtr 6 now Darius; 120 satraps, 3 presidents, jealousy, no charge possible 
unless connection with his obedience to God; edict to pray only to Darius for 30 days; 
lions den) 
 
� A senior Daniel was an _encourager_ of coming generations 
 
 (Chtr 7-12 apocalyptic visions that sustain generations 200 later) 
 
 
 
 
 



Work and the Common Good 
 Jeremiah 29:4-7 

July 26, 2015 
Dr. Tim Beal 

 (Recap: 
created to work – image of God; creative, purposeful 
partner in completing work of making blessed place 
sin – hard, futile, addictive 
context: work, occupation, vocation 
God investing in us 
Shapes occupation – supervised, supervisor, own 
Change agents in culture) 

 
Options for faithful living in a secular culture: 
�_Fortification_ 
 
�_Accommodation_ 
 
�_Domination_ 
 
�_Incarnation_: embodying God’s Spirit 
 
John 17:18 (NRSV) As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
 
Examples: 
_Jeremiah_ 
 
 Jews carried off to Babylon 
  
Jeremiah 29:4-7 (NRSV) Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have 
sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:  Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what 
they produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 
 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for 
in its welfare you will find your welfare. 
 
 not fortify or accommodate to dominate but ambassador of God who seeks the 
common good: the flourishing of whole community;  
 
 Galatians 6:10 (NRSV) So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for 
the good of all 
 
_Joseph_ 
Genesis 39-41 
 
 Sold as slave in foreign land 
 Potiphar – head of household – amorous advances 
 Prison – chief steward 



 Pharaoh’s dream and second n command 
  
Three Dimensions of Righteous Citizens (Tsaddiq): 
  
Mark 12:30-31 (NRSV) You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.’  The second is this, ‘‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 
 
UP: _God focused_ love the Lord your God 
 
 Gratitude 
 God as Lord 
 humility 
 Eternal perspective 
 
IN: _Personal Integrity_ with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 
with all your strength 
 
 Truth and grace 
 
OUT: _Social Justice_ ‘‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
Proverbs 29:7 (NIV) The righteous care about justice for the poor 
 

Poor – litmus test of commitment to creating community of God 
 World and future generations 
 (e.g. of Perry Bigelow in Amy Sherman’s book: Kingdom Calling) 
 


