
 

 

OUR GREAT EXCHANGE  
WEEK FOUR - COMPASSION 

 
Today’s video presents the following question: 

If we are to use our gifts to help one another,  
how do we avoid treating people like mere projects? 

 
Questions for Post-Video Discussion 
1. How much of your giving and serving is done out of a sense of duty? 
 
 
 
2. What is the difference between a duty and an action taken in love? 
 
 
 
3. What ramifications does today’s lesson have for how we deal with extreme poverty? 
 
 
 
4. In what ways can we think we are helping people when in fact we might be harming them? Is 

it possible for “compassion”—as we commonly understand it—to cause more problems than 
it cures? 

 
 
 
5. What is the difference between programs designed to serve the needy and a more individual 

approach? 
 
 
 
6. How engaged is your church in providing truly personal service to the needy? 
 
 
 
7. Who is God calling you to have a relationship with?  Who is it that needs you this week? 

 



 

 

 
Prayer Suggestions 

1. Pray that God would give you a heart of true identification with the poor and needy, that he 
would help you understand them as people to love, not as problems to solve. 

 
2. Thank God for the love he shows to you personally. Ask him to empower you to be full of 

grace toward those who need you. 
 
3. Ask God to make you wise in your compassion, to act with wisdom in your care for those 

who need you. 
 
 
Online at Studyspace.org 
Day One: Justice and Judgment 

Even the slightest glance at Scripture will tell you that God takes compassion seriously. God’s 
Word places tremendous importance on how we care for the most precious aspect of his 
household: his people. 

 
Day Two: More than a Feeling 

Compassion is more than a feeling we have for people. It requires our talents, skills, and 
intellect. And sometimes, because we tend to identify compassion with only our feelings, it’s 
possible to think we are helping when in fact we might be making things worse. To be truly 
compassionate, our hearts must work in harmony with our heads and our hands. In short, the 
feeling of compassion must never be simply an emotion—it must take form in flesh and 
blood. 

 
Day Three: Hospitality 

In today’s story we encounter a most mysterious dinner party. The story of Abraham at the 
trees of Mamre paints a picture of a particular virtue—a key virtue, in fact, for anyone 
wanting to fulfill God’s purposes as a steward. 

 
Day Four: Solidarity 

If the Incarnation of Jesus tells us anything, it tells us that God identifies with the stranger and 
the poor. If we are to be like God, who are we to identify with? It is clear that God wants us 
not just to “feel for” the poor. He wants us to “identify with” the poor, and to identify with 
them means their suffering is our suffering.  

 
Day Five: Love is Greater than Justice 

Although we know that God takes justice seriously, his greater purpose for our stewardship 
moves beyond justice to love. The compassion God develops in us through our stewardship is 
about learning to love the other by identifying with them and serving them. 
 


