
 

 

OUR GREAT EXCHANGE  
WEEK FIVE - COMMITMENT 

 
Today’s video presents the following question: 

How long are you willing to wait to see the fruit of your stewardship? 
 

 
Questions for Post-Video Discussion 
1. What do you deduce about the small fellowship group that moved into the abandoned 

neighborhood? 
 
 
 
2. What do you think of their lack of clarity about what to do?  What do you think about them 

starting a school? 
 
 
 
3. How do you see how God was at work in Jose’s life?  How about his teacher, Ms. Cisco? 
 
 
 
4. How can you “do life” with those who need what God has given you? 
 
 
 
5. Mother Teresa once said our job was not to be successful, but to be faithful. Was she right? 

What is the difference? 
 
 
 
6. What is it that prevents us from settling in “for the long haul” with our stewardship 

responsibilities? Why do we expect success right away? What happens when you don’t get it? 
 
 
 
7. Why do you suppose we tend to privilege the calling to formal ministry over other types of 

callings? 
 
 

 



 

 

 
Prayer Suggestions 

1. Pray that God would teach you patience, the “habit of grace.” 
 
2. Thank God for never giving up on you. Ask him to help you extend the same commitment to 

all your activities as a steward. 
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Day One: Future Focus, Present Action 

As we move toward more perfect stewardship—stewardship that is really learning how to 
love God more completely—we must also learn to keep our eyes on the prize. We must be 
fully committed to the work God has given us. It is a careful balance: our stewardship must 
be future focused, but rooted in present action. 

 
Day Two: Patience 

As stewards, we are workers in God’s purposes, but we are not the designers of God’s 
purposes. His purposes will unfold according to his timetable. But why does God make us 
wait? Why does he require commitment? 
 

As we saw in this week’s lesson, patience is the habit of grace. Patience is one virtue that God 
is trying to sow into us by making us stewards in his (so slow, it can seem!) purposes. But when 
we become creatures who give grace to others as a habit, and not as a difficult duty, we 
become more what God has created us to be, and we become more able to share the gifts he 
has placed inside us. 

 
Day Three: Sacrifice 

Commitment means patience, yes, but it also means sacrifice. God may want to inculcate in 
us the habit of grace, but this habit doesn’t—in fact, it can’t—come without cost. When Jesus 
tells us to follow him, there is always a cross with our name on it. Steward, pick it up and 
carry it. 

 
Day Four: Hope 

Sometimes, God asks a great deal from people. What does he stand to gain from such 
requests? In other words, what are our sacrifices for? 
 

To begin to understand the answer, we must understand that sacrifice is not simply negation. 
Sacrifice is a negation so that something else might be affirmed. And when God asks us to 
give up something, he is, in fact, asking us to affirm our hope in him, in his love, and in his 
good will for our lives. 

 
Day Five: Doing What Needs to be Done 

Our commitment, the future-focus of stewardship, is not completely without ramifications for 
the here-and-now. Don’t forget what a key goal of stewardship is in God’s plan: by doing 
what he wants us to do, we start to become who he wants us to be. Key to this is the doing. 
Good intentions are simply not enough. 


