
 

 

OUR GREAT EXCHANGE  
WEEK ONE - CHARACTER 

 
Today’s video presents the following question: 

Why would an Almighty God choose to make weak, fallible human beings  
the stewards of his world? 

 
Questions for Post-Video Discussion 
1. How is stewardship commonly discussed in your church?�� 
 
 
2. What gifts have you been given? 
 
 
3. In the film, the host suggests that stewardship is using what you have to become what you 

were made to be. What does it mean to look at what you have as resources to become who 
God wants you to be?  

 
 
4. How did effective stewardship have an economic, social, and spiritual impact for Gorilla 

Pictures and their team? What does “lift as you climb” mean?�� 
 
 
5. How is being a good steward like being a good businessperson?�� 
 
 
6. If you were placing your most prized possessions into someone else’s care, what sort of person 

would you want them to be? What would you want them to focus on?�� 
 
 
7. How much attention do you give to your role as God’s house manager?�� 
 
 
8. What does it mean to be holy? What does stewardship have to do with holiness?�� 
 
 
9. Imagine that you lost all your money tomorrow. What would you still have to steward?� 
 
 
10. If we expect our responsibilities to be met by others—government programs, charities, etc.—

what can happen to our character? What can happen to our ability to be good stewards? 



 

 

 
Prayer Suggestions 

1. Pray for eyes to see all you have as a gift from God. 
 
 
 
2. Thank God for everything he has given. Don’t be afraid to thank him even for the small 

things. 
 
 
 
 
Online at Studyspace.org 
Day One: Having vs. Being 

We live in a world with a lot of stuff, and far too often, we see stewardship as a matter of the 
stuff we have instead of the people we are created and called to be. Stewardship is about 
becoming a particular type of person. 

 
Day Two: Seeking Security 

Why do we focus so much on what we do with our “stuff ”? Often it’s because we cling to 
what we have from fear or a desire for security. We need to realize that our security never 
comes from the stuff we have; rather, it comes in and from God alone. 

 
Day Three: Holiness Required 

At the end of the day, what is stewardship about? What is it God is trying to do in us as we 
steward what he has entrusted to our care? 

 
Day Four: Stewards of Spiritual Growth 

What does it mean to seek holiness in stewardship? One thing it means is that we have work 
to do in our own development, in the cultivation of our own spiritual growth. 

 
Day Five: The Qualities of a Steward 

So how do we know when we are making headway in our stewardship? What does a holy 
steward look like? 



 

 

OUR GREAT EXCHANGE  
WEEK TWO - COMMISSION 

 
Today’s video presents the following question: 

What do you need to do God’s will? 
 

 
Questions for Post-Video Discussion 
1. How might some approaches to helping the poor actually hinder their ability to rise from 

poverty? 
 
 
 
2. What things in your life do you have that you don’t use? How can you make them more 

useful? 
 
 
 
3. What does it mean to co-create with God? 
 
 
 
4. When talking about the Garden of Eden, Jim Liske suggests that we misunderstand 

perfection if we assume it is static or unchanging. He argues that even the paradise of Eden 
needed human cultivation and stewardship. Do you think this is true? 

 
 
 
5. What is the difference between work and toil? 
 
 
 
6. What is the role of creativity in our work? 
 
 
 
7. What is an entrepreneur? 
 
 
 
8. What is a conduit? How might the idea of a conduit help us understand our nature as 

stewards? 
 



 

 

 
Prayer Suggestions 

1. Pray for creativity and resourcefulness and the courage to use them. 
 
 
 
2. Thank God for the gift of being invited into his creative work in the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
Online at Studyspace.org 
Day One: What Stuff is For 

What is stuff for, anyway? Why did God create what he created, and why create human 
beings in the midst of all of it, finicky creatures of will and desire and intellect? 

 
Day Two: Divine Collaboration 

It’s a striking thought: God has given you resources and talents and opportunities as a way to 
include you in his work. And what are his wonderful gifts if not an invitation to take a certain 
initiative with them? 

 
Day Three: The Household Manager 

So God is calling us to work alongside him. But what model might we find of what this look  
like? 

 
Day Four: Being “Resource Full” 

St. Paul tells us to be as wise as serpents, but how many of us actively pursue our call as 
stewards with true resourcefulness and wisdom? In asking us to work alongside him in his 
mission in the world, God wants us to use our intellect as well. 

 
Day Five: Faithful Workers in Our Corner of the Vineyard 

God has commissioned us as his partners in his great endeavor. We need to remember, 
however, that we are not called to do everything in God’s plan. We are simply called to be 
faithful instruments where we are, using the things that we have been given. 

 



 

 

OUR GREAT EXCHANGE  
WEEK THREE - CALLING 

 
Today’s video presents the following question: 

Can our call from God change? 
 

 
Questions for Post-Video Discussion 
1. How are our callings related to who we are as individuals? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is the relationship between our callings and those around us? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How much time do you spend refining your talents? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Have you had an experience that made you question your usefulness to God? What can you 

learn about that from this week’s video? 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Why do you suppose we tend to privilege the calling to formal ministry over other types of 

callings? 
 



 

 

 
Prayer Suggestions 

1. Pray that God would make clear the talents he has given you, and that he would give you the 
courage to embrace those gifts. 

 
 
2. Thank God for the multiplicity of talents to be found in your small group, your families, and 

your church. Ask God to reveal places and circumstances where those talents can be refined. 
 
 
 
 
Online at Studyspace.org 
Day One: Our Unique Callings 

If all things are God’s, and if we are called to do what we can, where we are, and with what 
we have, then our service of God by definition need not only happen in the context of explicit 
“Christian ministry.” Our calling can be to business, or teaching, or service, or cleaning… we 
will serve in a way unique to us. 

 
Day Two: Discerning Our Call 

God has given everyone a unique part to play in the stewardship of his world. So each of us 
has a responsibility to listen closely to discern what our role is. 

 
Day Three: Cultivating Our Call 

God gives us talents, but he expects us—quite seriously, in fact—to make something of them. 
It is our responsibility to make sure that whatever gifts we have, we invest them and make a 
return on them. 

 
Day Four: What a Call Costs 

To be effective in God’s service, we have to be responsible with what we agree to, and we 
have to understand that sometimes, being a good steward requires us to say no to things that 
might sound good, but may in fact steal our time. 

 
Day Five: What a Call is For 

As stewards, God’s house managers, we are servants: God’s servants, and servants to his 
people. Stewardship is service to all, especially to “the least of these.” 



 

 

OUR GREAT EXCHANGE  
WEEK FOUR - COMPASSION 

 
Today’s video presents the following question: 

If we are to use our gifts to help one another,  
how do we avoid treating people like mere projects? 

 
Questions for Post-Video Discussion 
1. How much of your giving and serving is done out of a sense of duty? 
 
 
 
2. What is the difference between a duty and an action taken in love? 
 
 
 
3. What ramifications does today’s lesson have for how we deal with extreme poverty? 
 
 
 
4. In what ways can we think we are helping people when in fact we might be harming them? Is 

it possible for “compassion”—as we commonly understand it—to cause more problems than 
it cures? 

 
 
 
5. What is the difference between programs designed to serve the needy and a more individual 

approach? 
 
 
 
6. How engaged is your church in providing truly personal service to the needy? 
 
 
 
7. Who is God calling you to have a relationship with?  Who is it that needs you this week? 

 



 

 

 
Prayer Suggestions 

1. Pray that God would give you a heart of true identification with the poor and needy, that he 
would help you understand them as people to love, not as problems to solve. 

 
2. Thank God for the love he shows to you personally. Ask him to empower you to be full of 

grace toward those who need you. 
 
3. Ask God to make you wise in your compassion, to act with wisdom in your care for those 

who need you. 
 
 
Online at Studyspace.org 
Day One: Justice and Judgment 

Even the slightest glance at Scripture will tell you that God takes compassion seriously. God’s 
Word places tremendous importance on how we care for the most precious aspect of his 
household: his people. 

 
Day Two: More than a Feeling 

Compassion is more than a feeling we have for people. It requires our talents, skills, and 
intellect. And sometimes, because we tend to identify compassion with only our feelings, it’s 
possible to think we are helping when in fact we might be making things worse. To be truly 
compassionate, our hearts must work in harmony with our heads and our hands. In short, the 
feeling of compassion must never be simply an emotion—it must take form in flesh and 
blood. 

 
Day Three: Hospitality 

In today’s story we encounter a most mysterious dinner party. The story of Abraham at the 
trees of Mamre paints a picture of a particular virtue—a key virtue, in fact, for anyone 
wanting to fulfill God’s purposes as a steward. 

 
Day Four: Solidarity 

If the Incarnation of Jesus tells us anything, it tells us that God identifies with the stranger and 
the poor. If we are to be like God, who are we to identify with? It is clear that God wants us 
not just to “feel for” the poor. He wants us to “identify with” the poor, and to identify with 
them means their suffering is our suffering.  

 
Day Five: Love is Greater than Justice 

Although we know that God takes justice seriously, his greater purpose for our stewardship 
moves beyond justice to love. The compassion God develops in us through our stewardship is 
about learning to love the other by identifying with them and serving them. 
 



 

 

OUR GREAT EXCHANGE  
WEEK FIVE - COMMITMENT 

 
Today’s video presents the following question: 

How long are you willing to wait to see the fruit of your stewardship? 
 

 
Questions for Post-Video Discussion 
1. What do you deduce about the small fellowship group that moved into the abandoned 

neighborhood? 
 
 
 
2. What do you think of their lack of clarity about what to do?  What do you think about them 

starting a school? 
 
 
 
3. How do you see how God was at work in Jose’s life?  How about his teacher, Ms. Cisco? 
 
 
 
4. How can you “do life” with those who need what God has given you? 
 
 
 
5. Mother Teresa once said our job was not to be successful, but to be faithful. Was she right? 

What is the difference? 
 
 
 
6. What is it that prevents us from settling in “for the long haul” with our stewardship 

responsibilities? Why do we expect success right away? What happens when you don’t get it? 
 
 
 
7. Why do you suppose we tend to privilege the calling to formal ministry over other types of 

callings? 
 
 

 



 

 

 
Prayer Suggestions 

1. Pray that God would teach you patience, the “habit of grace.” 
 
2. Thank God for never giving up on you. Ask him to help you extend the same commitment to 

all your activities as a steward. 
 
Online at Studyspace.org 
Day One: Future Focus, Present Action 

As we move toward more perfect stewardship—stewardship that is really learning how to 
love God more completely—we must also learn to keep our eyes on the prize. We must be 
fully committed to the work God has given us. It is a careful balance: our stewardship must 
be future focused, but rooted in present action. 

 
Day Two: Patience 

As stewards, we are workers in God’s purposes, but we are not the designers of God’s 
purposes. His purposes will unfold according to his timetable. But why does God make us 
wait? Why does he require commitment? 
 

As we saw in this week’s lesson, patience is the habit of grace. Patience is one virtue that God 
is trying to sow into us by making us stewards in his (so slow, it can seem!) purposes. But when 
we become creatures who give grace to others as a habit, and not as a difficult duty, we 
become more what God has created us to be, and we become more able to share the gifts he 
has placed inside us. 

 
Day Three: Sacrifice 

Commitment means patience, yes, but it also means sacrifice. God may want to inculcate in 
us the habit of grace, but this habit doesn’t—in fact, it can’t—come without cost. When Jesus 
tells us to follow him, there is always a cross with our name on it. Steward, pick it up and 
carry it. 

 
Day Four: Hope 

Sometimes, God asks a great deal from people. What does he stand to gain from such 
requests? In other words, what are our sacrifices for? 
 

To begin to understand the answer, we must understand that sacrifice is not simply negation. 
Sacrifice is a negation so that something else might be affirmed. And when God asks us to 
give up something, he is, in fact, asking us to affirm our hope in him, in his love, and in his 
good will for our lives. 

 
Day Five: Doing What Needs to be Done 

Our commitment, the future-focus of stewardship, is not completely without ramifications for 
the here-and-now. Don’t forget what a key goal of stewardship is in God’s plan: by doing 
what he wants us to do, we start to become who he wants us to be. Key to this is the doing. 
Good intentions are simply not enough. 



 

 

OUR GREAT EXCHANGE  
WEEK SIX - CONFORMITY 

 
Today’s video presents the following question: 

What is the role of a community in conforming us and others to the image of Christ? 
 

 
Questions for Post-Video Discussion 
1. In viewing the video about the Cheek family, what were they hoping to do with foster kids 

and their families?  What was noteworthy about what we saw about their lives? 
 
 
 
 
2. While not every family would be called to have such a ministry to foster kids, what about the 

Cheek family is appropriately aspirational for any family? 
 
 
 
 
3. What can communities like families and churches provide that institutional programs cannot? 
 
 
 
 
4. What is our responsibility as followers of Christ to maintain, strengthen, and grow families 

and churches? 
 
 
 
 
5. What aspects of Christ can grow inside us by being in a family? What aspects of Christ can 

grow inside us by being in a church community? 
 
 
 
 
6. Can a steward be a steward alone? 
 

 



 

 

 
Prayer Suggestions 

1. Pray that God would give you an intense passion for him that you might offer everything you 
are to him. Pray that he would reveal where you are reticent to do so and that he would give 
you the courage to make a gift of your entire self. 

 
2. Ask that God would inspire all in your small group to understand their stewardship as an 

opportunity to fulfill their call to make their lives a gift to God. 
 
 
Online at Studyspace.org 
Day One: Conformity and Community 

It’s not that difficult an equation: Christ extends his life to us, and then we are to extend that 
life to those around us. A relationship with Jesus always means a relationship with those 
around us. To be managers of God’s household means—necessarily means—that we act and 
live and worship in the community of the household. 

 
Day Two: Marriage, A Community Love 

One community in which God conforms us to himself is in the community of marriage, that 
covenant of self-giving and intimacy that is modeled for us by Christ. This is so elemental a 
relationship to our human nature that we must understand it is not something we can alter. 

 
Day Three: Family, A Community of Love 

The community of love that is marriage is powerful. It increases itself and begets the most 
basic cell of civilization: the family. Being a family means we get a taste of the divine, 
Trinitarian life of God. However, it takes hard work, and is an elemental form to the self-
giving-, solidarity-, and future-focus of stewardship. In this, a family is a chance to practice 
what “household management” truly means—not just a set of responsibilities (although it 
certainly is that), but also a life of profound joy. 

 
Day Four: The Church, God's Supernatural Family 

If a steward is a manager of the household, we have to remember that there is such a thing as 
a household. We are not stewards alone, but are stewards in the context of God’s household, 
the community of all believers. Therefore, as God uses our stewardship to conform us more 
fully into his image, it is essential to remember that this takes place in a community that is of 
God’s design, not ours. And this community is more than what we might think of as 
community: a better word may be “family.” 

 
Day Five: The Church as Christ's Body 

As Christ’s church, we are more than just Christ’s community; we are Christ’s body. And as 
Christ’s body, we are to be an offering. “This is my Body,” says our Lord as he breaks the 
bread and offers it to his disciples. Christ offers his flesh-and-blood body for the salvation of 
the world. But this is also true in another sense: if we are his body, then he offers us to the 
world as well. 

 



 

 

OUR GREAT EXCHANGE  
WEEK SEVEN - CELEBRATION 

 
Today’s video presents the following question: 

What does Christ’s self-sacrifice reveal about the nature of stewardship? 
 

 
Questions for Post-Video Discussion 
1. In the film, Dan Patterson says, “Christ didn’t need our gift of stewardship. We needed to 

give it.” Why is this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How are the role and responsibility of a steward similar to the role and responsibility of a 

spouse? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Is stewardship a duty or an act of love? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. If your very self is a gift from God to be stewarded, what sort of gift do you make in return? 

What are you holding back from God? What of your self do you still claim as your own and 
not God’s? 

 
 

 



 

 

 
Prayer Suggestions 

1. Pray that God would give you an intense passion for him that you might offer everything you 
are to him. Pray that he would reveal where you are reticent to do so and that he would give 
you the courage to make a gift of your entire self. 

 
2. Ask that God would inspire all in your small group to understand their stewardship as an 

opportunity to fulfill their call to make their lives a gift to God. 
 
3. Thank God for giving himself to you that you might give yourself to him. Thank him for 

creating you for the joy and celebration that results from this great exchange. 
 
Online at Studyspace.org 
Day One: The Cruciform Steward 

Last week we discussed that in making us his stewards, God conforms us more perfectly to his 
image. No discussion of stewardship can therefore be complete without a discussion of Christ 
as the ultimate steward. All things were given over to him, and what did he do? He gave his 
whole self for the world. This is the ultimate explanation and example of stewardship. At the 
end of the day, stewardship is about making a gift of your very self. In short, Christ crucified 
is our most perfect example of stewardship. 

 
Day Two: The Radical Steward 

Stewardship requires a complete reordering of our attitudes to the world, a reordering based 
on what we can offer, not what we can gain. Stewardship is a pivot upon which all our 
actions should turn. 

 
Day Three: The Generous Steward 

Stewardship is about being so Christ-like, our generosity abounds. And what is generosity, 
but a bubbling out of yourself for others? So alive are you with the life of God that service, 
love, and joy pour forth in everything you do. True stewardship manifests itself in everything 
we do, not just in how we treat the stuff we have. The steward who has been conformed to 
the image of Jesus bubbles over with generosity, hospitality, and celebration. 

 
Day Four: The Joyful Steward 

Have you ever watched someone who was really good at what they did? Have you ever 
noticed how someone acts when they are doing what they were created to do, being what 
they were created to be? The only word for what they have is “joy.” And if we are all called 
to be stewards, then the life of stewardship is a life of joy. 

 
Day Five: The Complete Steward 

What does it mean to give your very self away? For one, it means the gift cannot be tentative 
or partial. It cannot mean you “kinda” give yourself away. Stewardship—of yourself, your 
talents, your neighbor, your world, your family, your church—stewardship means you are 
God’s, a part of his plan for the universe, the manager in trust of all he has given you.  God 
has given you yourself so that you might make a gift of yourself to him. 



 

 

SIXPENCE NONE THE RICHER 
A QUOTE FROM MERE CHRISTIANITY, BY C.S. LEWIS 

 
 
Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs  
from moment to moment, is given to you by God.  
If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service  
you could not give him anything that was not in a sense His own already.  
So that when we talk of a man doing anything for God or giving anything to God,  
I will tell you what it is really like.  
It is like a small child going to its father and saying,  
‘Daddy, give me a sixpence to buy you a birthday present.’  
Of course, the father does, and he is pleased with the child’s present.  
It is all very nice and proper, but only an idiot would think that  
the father is sixpence to the good on the transaction. 

 
 
Questions for Reflection 
1. Let’s do the math.  How much was given and how much was received? 
 
 
 
 
2. Did the child give the father anything that the father didn’t already give the child? 
 
 
 
 
3. What do we learn about what we have to offer God? 
 
 
 
 
4. What does this teach us about stewarding our lives for God? 
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