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What does whole life 
discipleship look like? 

WORK

Genesis 1:27-28

27 So God created mankind in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created them;  
    male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 

increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule 
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and 
over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

WORK



Genesis 2:15

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

WORK
• We are created in the image of God. 
• We are created to take care of God’s creation. 
• We are created to work.

WORK

Work and our identity as image-bearers of God are 
integral to one another. 

• In what ways is God a worker? 
• How do we reflect God-as-worker in our everyday work?

WORK WORK
Top assets in your churches

• Business/Finance 
• Artistic and Musical 
• Education 
• Financial Resources 

• Entrepreneurs 
• Real Estate 
• Fundraising

How do these various kinds of work reflect God’s work in the 
world?  How does each kind of work participate with God to 
bring restoration into the world?



STEWARDSHIP
What do we often mean when 
we’re talking about stewardship?

STEWARDSHIP

STEWARDSHIP STEWARDSHIP



Oikonomia
• Oikos = house or household 
• Nomos = law or management 

• Oikonomia = management of a household; in 
Greek, usually the financial management of a 
household 

However…

STEWARDSHIP
In the Gospels, oikonomia is used to refer 
to the management or administration of 
the property of others 

STEWARDSHIP

The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful 
and wise manager (oikonomos), whom the 
master puts in charge of his servants to give 
them their food allowance at the proper time? 

Luke 12:42

STEWARDSHIP
So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is 
this I hear about you? Give an account of 
your management (oikonomia), because you 
cannot be manager (oikonomos) any longer.’ 

Luke 16:2

STEWARDSHIP



The manager (oikonomos) said to himself, ‘What 
shall I do now? My master is taking away my job 
(oikonomia). I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m 
ashamed to beg—’ 

Luke 16:3

STEWARDSHIP

• Which tells us that the “economy” is about more 
than just money. 
• Economics, according to Stephen Grabill, is not 

really about money; it’s about value creation.

Oikonomia ! Economy

STEWARDSHIP

• How is this a picture of stewardship? 
• What is stewardship meant to accomplish? 
• What kinds of things do we steward? 
• What is the connection between stewardship and work? 
• If stewardship and economics are about value creation, 

how do we create value in the world?

STEWARDSHIP
WHOLE LIFE DISCIPLESHIP



“Stewardship is discipleship, and discipleship is 
everything we do after we say we believe.” 

~ Stephen Grabill

WHOLE LIFE DISCIPLESHIP
• What does it mean to say “stewardship is 

discipleship”? 
• Do we, as leaders, understand this? 
• Do our people understand this? 
• What happens when our people begin to understand 

that the way they manage all the things in their life is 
their discipleship? 

• In light of all this, what do we mean by “whole life 
discipleship”?

WHOLE LIFE DISCIPLESHIP

“Discipleship is the process of becoming like Jesus 
both inwardly and outwardly.”   

~ Geoff Hsu 

WHOLE LIFE DISCIPLESHIP


