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What is “Faithful Presence”?

James Davison Hunter: To Change the World

The Challenge of Difference and Dissolution

Posture toward culture

“God said… and it was so.”

“All the host of heaven was made at his command.”

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us…”

…God’s word was enacted and enacted in a  
particular place and time in history.

…presence and place mattered decisively…

“Nowhere is the more evident than in the incarnation.”



He pursues us

He identifies with us

He offers us life… through sacrificial love

God’s Faithful Presence with Us

God’s faithful presence toward us is:

active, not passive
intentional, not accidental

covenantal, not contractual
whole-hearted, not half-hearted

focused and purposeful

His call upon us is that we 
be faithfully present to him.

Our Faithful Presence to God

As a worshipping community

To be in his presence enjoying him forever

“Only by being fully 
present to God 

as a worshipping 
community  

and as adoring followers  
can we be  

faithfully present in the 
world.”



Our Faithful Presence in the World

… to each other

… to our tasks

…within our spheres of influence

Faithful Presence To Each Other

This means being fully present  
with those within the community of faith 
and fully present to those who are not.

Whether with people within or outside the church, 
we imitate our creator and redeemer by 

pursuing, identifying, and flourishing the other 
through sacrificial love.

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord, not for men” Col 3:22-24

, work at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord, not for men” Col 3:22-24

More than our job… our tasks are many 
…as parents, students, volunteers, citizens

We pursue all our calling/vocations  
with full attention and excellence

Faithful Presence To Our Tasks

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord, not for men” Col 3:22-24as working for the Lord,

Faithful Presence To Our Tasks

When done before the Lord… 
the labor itself brings honor to God

When done before the Lord… 
safeguard against becoming a source of idolatry



Faithful Presence Within Our Spheres of Influence

We are to be fully present and committed 
in our spheres of social influence…

families, neighborhoods, workplaces, 
…the institutions and organizations where our  

influence (power) is in conformity with the way of Jesus 
and rooted in an intimacy with the Father.

“What this means is that where and to the extent 
we are able, faithful presence commits us to do 

what we can to create conditions in the 
structures of social life we inhabit that are 

conducive to the flourishing of all.”

Faithful Presence Within Our Spheres of Influence

“…faithful presence means a constructive resistance 
that seeks new patterns of social organization 

that challenge, undermine, and otherwise diminish 
oppression, injustice, enmity, and corruption…”

“…and, in turn, encourage harmony, fruitfulness and  
abundance, wholeness, beauty, joy,  

security, and well-being.”

Faithful Presence Within Our Spheres of Influence A Conceptual Framework for Faithful Presence

Where and in what ways am I able to be 
a faithful presence?

How do we disciple people to be a  
a faithful presence?

What does shalom look like in our city?



The Six Endowments

The Thriving Cities Project

The endowments are realms of human activity 
and engagement, which in combination 
determine a community’s ability to thrive.





Thriving Cities - Endowments

Discuss: 
How can this framework of endowments be useful 

in our teaching, preaching and discipleship? 

How can this be useful in affirming  
the various callings of the 

disciples in our congregations? 
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