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The Art of Being Human Part 1 
Purpose 

 
Working Title: Purpose 
Text: Romans 12:1-3 (MSG); Genesis 1:26-31 
Big Idea: Purpose answers the question of “why we exist?” When we uncouple 
our work from God, work becomes a sort of god in and of itself. Conversely, when 
we begrudge our work and view it as a curse, we fail to see God’s purpose for our 
lives through our work. 
Key ideas for this message are imago dei, being commissioned to “rule” and the 
“cultural mandate” or “creation mandate”. 
 
WHAT’S THE HOOK FOR THE SERIES?  
 
Our view of work and rest is skewed such that we make a god out of one or the 
other.  When we search for identity and significance in our work, then we can 
become workaholics and like the characters in the story of the Tower of Babel, are 
trying to use work for our own selfish purposes. We also can create a life of 
burnout and stress and no matter how great our job, it is never enough to fill the 
void we are using it to fill. 
 
Conversely, if we hate our job and use work as a means only to allow the “fun life” 
we want, then we have created a world where we are just “living for the weekend”. 
The problem here is that it is never quite enough and we are left empty. We are 
hardwired to contribute to the world, not just consume. 
 
The idea that we “work to live” has become very popular and suggests that work is 
a means to an end. But whether we define that “end” as success, significance, 
identity, provision for family, and money, OR comfort, fun, building resources to 
do the things we really love, etc., this is not biblical thinking. Rather, the Bible 
teaches that God in fact designed us to work and that “living to work” is God’s 
design. 
 
Possible Intro: According to a 2014 Gallup poll, 70% of Americans are either not 
engaged or are actively disengaged from work. This annual report on the “State of 
the American Workplace” actually shows an increase in engagement over prior 
years.  Moreover, the generation most disengaged is millenials. 
http://www.gallup.com/poll/181289/majority-employees-not-engaged-despite-
gains-2014.aspx 
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Overview of Message: The message is concentrated in vv. 27-28 and will be 
organized around two main points: 
First, in verse 27, humans are made in the image of God. This defines our role. We 
are vice-regents for God.  
Second, in verse 28 God blesses humans, thus telling what our functions are in 
that role. We are to subdue and rule – to actually create a civilization. This is 
known as the “cultural mandate” or “creation mandate”. We have royalty in our 
blood and the pull to greatness is in our DNA. 
 
The Apostle Paul talks about living a life on purpose in Romans 12 and we will be 
in that chapter for the entire series, talking about how we live and work for God.  
 
God’s Word passionately communicates His purposes for our lives. (and today 
we’ll see it in Genesis and in Romans; shows people that from OT to NT, from the 
beginning of time to post-Jesus-resurrection, God is trying to speak this to us) 
 
Let’s read in our Bibles Romans 12:1-3 (MSG) 
 
1-2 So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary 
life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it 
before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you 
can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it 
without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from 
the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to 
it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of 
immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. 
3 I’m speaking to you out of deep gratitude for all that God has given me, and 
especially as I have responsibilities in relation to you. Living then, as every one of 
you does, in pure grace, it’s important that you not misinterpret yourselves as 
people who are bringing this goodness to God. No, God brings it all to you. The 
only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and by what he does 
for us, not by what we are and what we do for him. 
 
Ephesians 1:11 (MSG) It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are 
living for. 
 
My purpose is revealed as I “understand [myself] by what God is and by what he 
does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him.” (this quotes the last line 
of Romans 12:3) 
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To understand who He is and what He does for us, let’s spend time in the very 
beginning of our story  
 
Unlock God’s “purposes” for my “every-day, ordinary” life! (all the purposes I 
have in this life are for the same purpose; organizing motif; talk about personal 
mission statement) 
 
Let’s read in our Bibles Genesis 1:26-31 (NIV) 
 
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that 
they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock 
and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 
27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over 
every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole 
earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 
30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures 
that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give 
every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the sixth day. 
 

1. You and I are meant to make the invisible God visible. 
 
Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 
likeness…” (the imago Dei, “image of God”; the Hebrew word for “image” is 
“selem” which can also be translated “idol” or “statue”; Near Eastern views were 
that an idol had the essence of the god it represented; statues were put in the 
temples of the gods so worshipers could see what the god was like. This meaning 
carries into our understanding of being created in the image of God – we carry His 
essence and thus represent Him in our world and spheres of influence.). 
 
If someone looked at my life right now, where would they best see the image of 
God?  

 
a. I am created to become more and more like The Father. 
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Genesis 5:1-3 This is the written account of Adam’s family line. When God 
created mankind, he made them in the likeness of God. He created them male and 
female and blessed them. And he named them “Mankind” when they were created. 
When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own 
image; and he named him Seth. (Here, being made in God’s image is analogous to 
a child carrying his/her father’s likeness. This isn’t simply about physical 
appearance, but goes beyond. Remember the plants and the animals were designed 
to reproduce “in kind”, but humans made in the likeness of God carry more than 
simply genetic or physical similarity. We are made to grow more and more like 
Christ and to be more and more like Him. We understand this more fully in NT 
writings but from the outset, God imbued us with that potential). 
 
2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s 
glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which 
comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 
 
Romans 12:2 (MSG) …Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from 
the inside out… 
 
“The pursuit of perfection is through constant transformation.” 
 
Where do I see growth in my journey to become more Christ-like? (explain 
Trinity) Where do I want to see the most growth in the next month? (celebrate that) 

 
b. God invites us to be rulers (builders). (do it together) 

 
Genesis 1:26 “…so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground.” (being created in the Image of God is for a purpose; so 
that = purpose and that purpose is to rule; it is in this ruling that I am partnering 
with God; the Hebrew word for rule is radah and can be translated as “reign” or 
“have dominion”) 
 
What are the places and spaces where I rule? Who and what is under my care? 

 
2. My identity in God always determines my purpose.  

 
Genesis 1:27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them. (after creating mankind in His 
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image, God gave a blessing and specific instructions that we will breakdown as the 
following subpoints) 
 

a. I can participate in building His Kingdom. 
 

Genesis 1:28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth…” (this is not simply a call to have children, but to 
reproduce who we are and to create families, communities, societies and all that is 
needed to make them function – churches and businesses and community centers 
and schools and governmental systems. Think of everything that is needed to make 
a civilization exist. God created all of us to function together to make that happen. 
Think of Paul’s description of a body and how we all have different functions. 
Even if you are unable to have children – increase in number – it still doesn’t allow 
you to opt out of living a fruitful life. That was a specific calling for Adam and Eve 
but the spirit of that calling transcends time.) 
 
Note too this did not change as a result of The Fall as God reiterates the command 
to fill the earth and increase in Gen. 9:1,6 when talking to Noah post-flood.) 

 
b. I can bring order into the chaos around me. 

 
Genesis 1:28 “…and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” (This is the 
“Cultural mandate” or “creation mandate”; subduing implies bringing order to 
some measure of wildness, just like God brought order into the chaos during the 
days of creation, we as His image-bearers bring order and civilization to our world; 
God dropped mankind into an earth full of raw, uncut potential – forests to provide 
wood, rivers for water, minerals in the earth, sun and wind for agriculture and 
energy, etc. the best illustration of this is raising a family – the process of raising 
children is of subduing and civilizing, training and discipling. Because of this 
foundational approach, we can see how this Creation mandate/cultural mandate 
then flows into the Great Commission Jesus later gives – go make disciples – 
continue teaching them this same process of how to do life following after Christ. 
“Making disciples” is not unrelated to “subduing” and “civilizing”). 
 
Where do I see growth in my journey to become more Christ-like? 
 
Where do I want to see the most growth in the next month?  
 


