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The Art of Being Human Part 2 
Calling 

 
Working Title: Calling 
Text: Genesis 2:4-15 
Big Idea: Walking in God’s calling on my life allows me to bring Him glory. 
 
Possible Intro: Consider the following: Three Trends of Faith, Work, and Calling, 
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/culture/649-three-major-faith-and-culture-
trends-for-2014#.UwJBPmyx6ie, Accessed February 17, 2014. 
“When the Barna group began to look at how people felt about having a more 
meaningful life, they discovered some key focal points to consider. The research 
found that 75 percent of American adults said they were looking for ways to live a 
more meaningful life, and the concept of vocation or “calling” played a key role. 
The respondents also indicated that a calling extended beyond work and into 
family life as well. The research found that the question was especially important 
to Christians with only 40 percent of Christians indicating they had a clear sense of 
God’s calling on their lives. Younger adults were very interested in the idea, but 
almost half of them said they thought God might be calling them to different work, 
but had not made any changes yet. The research found three main focal points in 
relation to calling. The first was a varied outlook on jobs and work due to the 
changing work environment. Most people do not stay at a single job for more than 
three years. The second involved dissatisfaction among women who find it 
difficult to balance demands of work and home. They commonly described 
themselves as stressed out, tired, and overcommitted. The third area was related 
more to home life and a call toward adoption, as more than 75 percent of 
respondents said they felt a personal responsibility to adopt and care for children. 
The Barna group says the results of the research should offer some guidance for 
churches and other ministries who hope to address needs in this generation.”—Jim 
L. Wilson and Jim Sandell 
 
Overview of Message: Part 1 teaches that because humans are made in the image 
of God, our role is to be vice-regents for God (partnering in Him with ruling and 
creating a civilization). Further, because God blesses us as humans, our functions 
are to subdue and to rule.  
 
Part 2 builds on this and introduces more specifically the ideas of “work and care”. 
God created the earth, made the Garden He placed Adam and Eve in, and called it 
good. He then commissioned humans to “care for” and maintain and steward this 
“good” work and in so doing, this work was to be in service to God.  
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Part 1 is why, part 2 is what and how? 

 
Comer also points out that calling is connected to vocation – finding your calling = 
finding your voice. 
 
Knowing that I’m created to work, how do I live out my calling? 
  
Let’s read in our Bibles Genesis 2:4-15 (we are going to work backwards in this 
text and start with v. 15) 
 
4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when 
the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on 
the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the 
earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streams came up from the 
earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the Lord God formed a 
man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and the man became a living being. 8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in 
the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 The Lord God made 
all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and 
good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; 
from there it was separated into four headwaters. 11 The name of the first is the 
Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 (The 
gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) 13 The name of 
the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. 14 The 
name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the 
fourth river is the Euphrates.15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 
 

1. Start living for my “work” instead of working for a living. (don’t hear what 
I’m not saying; I’m not talking about becoming a workaholic or abandoning 
your family so you can get a promotion) 
 

Genesis 2:15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 
work it and take care of it. (“work it and take care of it” are the ideas of 
“cultivation” – drawing out something’s potential.  
 
Remember Romans 12:3 from last week: 
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Romans 12:3 (MSG) …The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what 
God is and by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him. 

 
a. God doesn’t see my work as merely a means to an end. God’s views 

of work do not support a secular/sacred divide. 
 

Genesis 2:15 …work it and take care of it.  
 

i. Work is an act of service. (“work” translates “abad” which is 
sometimes translated “service”; Remember too in the NT, the 
Greek word “diakonos” is variously translated as service, 
ministry or deacon -- Matt. 20:26; 22:13; 23:11; Mark 9:35; 
10:43; John 2:5, 9; 12:26; Romans 13:4; 15:8; 16:1; 1 Cor. 3:5; 
2 Cor. 3:6; 2 Cor. 11:15, 23; Eph. 3:7; 6:21; Col. 1:7, 23, 25) 
 

ii. Work is an act of worship. (“Abad”, translated as service, is 
more often translated throughout the Bible for “worship”. Thus 
with this understanding, work becomes an act of worship and 
service to God.) 

 
Proverbs 22:29 Do you see someone skilled in their work? They will serve before 
kings; they will not serve before officials of low rank. Think of how beautiful it is 
to see someone using their talents – it is immediately obvious that it is an act of 
worship as they reflect God’s image – the wood-worker who takes a piece of wood 
and fashions it into a beautiful piece of furniture; the musician who creates the 
most beautiful sounds by arranging and rearranging a mere 7 different tones; a 
coach who brings together diverse players with different strengths and skills to 
create a winning team; a cook who prepares a delicious meal) 
 

iii. Work was never intended to be punishment. (perspective is 
everything; God’s original intent was that work would be 
purposeful and enjoyable; work is not part of “the curse”, nor is 
work to be abolished in the new order as Isaiah paints a picture 
of the new heavens and new earth and says in Isaiah 65:21 
“They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant 
vineyards and eat their fruit”) 

 
Proverbs 28:19 Those who work their land will have abundant food, but those who 
chase fantasies will have their fill of poverty. 
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2. I can’t be anything I want, but I can choose to be who God wants me to be.  
 

Ephesians 1:11-12 (MSG): It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we 
are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his 
eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is 
working out in everything and everyone. 
 
Let’s read in our Bibles Romans 12:4-6 (MSG)  
 
4-6 In this way we are like the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its 
meaning from the body as a whole, not the other way around. The body we’re 
talking about is Christ’s body of chosen people. Each of us finds our meaning and 
function as a part of his body. But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we 
wouldn’t amount to much, would we? So since we find ourselves fashioned into all 
these excellently formed and marvelously functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s 
just go ahead and be what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully 
comparing ourselves with each other, or trying to be something we aren’t. 
 
Creative Arts: Create bookmark with info below; insert pic of bookmark for slides 
 
Questions to help us identify our specific calling: 

• What do I love? 
• What am I good and bad at doing?  
• What could I stay up all night talking about? 
• Where do I have influence? 
• What does my world need from me?  
• Does it break any biblical commandment or ethic? 
• Where is God leading me?  
• Where is He blessing me? 
• What do those who know me best call out in me? 
• What are the dreams God has placed in my heart? 
• Does it build God’s Kingdom? 

 
a. God gives me everything I need to walk in my calling.  

 
My role is to pull out the potential in everything around me. 
 
Genesis 2:9-12 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—
trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. … A river watering the 
garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. The 
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name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where 
there is gold. (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also 
there.) (We may quickly read over these details, but they show us that God gave 
mankind the earth with soil and filled with natural resources – the forests and 
rivers and minerals and the sun and wind, all for us to use. God gave humans the 
resources not just to survive, but to create – to plant crops and to build houses and 
to use wood to make paper and musical instruments and to harness the sun’s 
energy for solar power and to dig metals and diamonds from the earth to make 
tools, etc.) 
 
What resources has God given me right now? What are my talents? Skills? 
Spiritual gifts? (Pastors – decide what resources you want to direct people to such 
as Spiritual Gifts test at newbreak.org; what else?) 
 

3. Discover how walking in my calling will show people who Jesus is. 
 

a. I can reflect God’s image when I work like He does. 
 

Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human masters. (If I am made in God’s image, I can work like him. 
God is hard-working, I should be hard-working. God is joyful in His work, I 
should be too. God is eager, productive, has integrity, etc., so too should I be.) 

 
b. Fulfilling my calling brings God glory. 

 
Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for 
the glory of God. (glory = His presence and His beauty) 
 
“The glory of God is a human being fully alive” Saint Iranaeus lived in the 2nd 
Century and made this observation that has become one of the most profound 
quotes of theological anthropology --- the theology of human nature. The original 
Latin quote is “Gloria dei est vivens homo. 
 
Consider ending with a story: Soli Deo Gloria is the Latin translation of Romans 
16:27 and Jude 25– Comer talks about the composer J.S. Bach and how he signed 
most of his works S.D.G. (“To God Alone the Glory”).  
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Bach was arguuably one of the greatest composers who ever lived. For Bach and 
many other Baroque era composers, music was not simply about compositional 
technique, but had spiritual and religious meanings. Bach himself said “The 
purpose and end aim of figured bass [a compositional technique] is nothing more 
than to praise and glorify God. Where this is not the case there can only be infernal 
scraping and bawling.” Bach was influenced by Martin Luther’s conviction that 
music was “a gift from God, not a human gift” and as such, Bach’s work of 
composing was a form of praise to God – he created “sermons in sound”.  
This story is an example of how our calling can bring glory to God, regardless of 
whether our calling is vocational ministry, the arts, business, education, etc 
 
(If I’m a stay-at-home-mom, I’m caring for His children; if I’m a teacher, I’m 
educating kids and pouring into them; if I’m a construction worker, I’m building 
homes and businesses for life and commerce to happen or roads and infrastructure 
to support communities; if I’m a doctor or dentist, or nurse, I’m providing health 
care for people; if I’m a software engineer, I’m providing technology for 
businesses, governments, schools, and entire communities to do what they do; if 
I’m in the military, I’m providing security for the nation and keeping its people 
safe) 
 
 


