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THE TSADDIQIM
 

“When the righteous  
prosper, the city  

rejoices.” 

Proverbs 11:10

RIGHTEOUS = TSADDIQIM

RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NOT…

• Self-righteousness 

• Being religious 

• Cheap grace
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“The righteous in the book of 
Proverbs are by definition 
those who are willing to 

disadvantage themselves for 
the community while the 

wicked are those who put 
their own economic, social, 

and personal needs ahead of 
the needs of the community.” 

-Tim Keller

WHAT DO THE TSADDIQIM DO?

Work toward justice and shalom



3 DIMENSIONS OF JUSTICE
• Rescue 

• The end of all oppression 
• Equity 

• Ensuring that the poor and weak are not disproportionately 
burdened by society’s common problems 

• Restoration 
• Not just punishment of wrongdoers, but the healing of 

wrongdoers 
• Restoring wrongdoers to the community

SHALOM

Comprehensive sense of well-being 
that touches every aspect of life

FOUR-FOLD NATURE OF SHALOM 

• Peace with God 

• Peace with self 

• Peace with others 

• Peace with creation 
• Includes economic flourishing and sustainability

Personal 
Morality

Social 
Justice

ARE WE TALKING ABOUT A “SOCIAL GOSPEL”?

false dichotomy



What if being the 
tsaddiqim involves both 
personal morality and 

social justice?

SOCIAL JUSTICE

PE
RS

O
N

A
L 

M
O

RA
LI

TY

High

HighLow

CONSERVATIVE 
EVANGELICAL

LIBERAL 
PROGRESSIVE

TSADDIQIM

NOMINAL

LIKE THIS…
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Proverbs 11:10

WHO ARE THE PROSPEROUS?
• We are among the most prosperous people in history. 

• If you earn $25,000 a year, you are in the top 10% of wage 
earners in the world. 

• Even if you earn the official poverty line in the U.S.—only 
$11,344 (2010)—you’re in the top 13% of wage earners in the 
world. 

• In order to be in the top 1% of wage earners in the world (richer 
than 99% of the world), you need to earn a whopping $47,500  
a year (2011).



PROSPEROUS PEOPLE ARE PEOPLE WHO HAVE:

• An education 
• A job 
• A car 
• Skills 
• Expertise 
• Networks and connections 
• Influence 
• Money 
• Vocational power

THE TSADDIQIM EXERCISE 
VOCATIONAL STEWARDSHIP

The intentional and strategic deployment of our 
vocational power—knowledge, platform, networks, 
position, influence, skills and reputation—to 
advance foretastes of God’s kingdom.

 
“When the righteous  

prosper, the city  
rejoices.” 

“…the city rejoices.”

Proverbs 11:10

WHAT DOES REJOICING LOOK LIKE?

"Ecstatic joy, the exultation 
and triumph that people 

express in celebration when 
they have been delivered from 
the hand of their oppressors.” 

Amy Sherman,  
Kingdom Calling



WHY DO CITIES REJOICE WHEN  
THE TSADDIQIM PROSPER?

Because the people are experiencing 
(or will soon experience) justice and shalom

JUSTICE

• Rescue 

• Equity 

• Restoration

SHALOM

• Peace with God 

• Peace with self 

• Peace with others 

• Peace with creation

EARLY CHURCH

• A new “habitus” 

• A 2-year catechesis



"…the catechesis was not 
designed to produce 

sophisticated thought but 
‘character’ and ‘virtuous living.’  

The church’s growth was the 
product, not of the Christians’ 
persuasive powers, but of their 

convincing lifestyle.” 

Alan Kreider,  
The Patient Ferment of the Early Church

WHERE ARE THE  
TSADDIQIM TODAY?

• Are there any tsaddiqim in your church? 

• What kinds of things do the tsaddiqim in your church do? 

• Why aren’t more of our people the tsaddiqim? 

• How do we form people in our churches to be the 
tsaddiqim?


