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If someone asked how you felt about your work, what would you say?  Perhaps your answer 
would be: 

“I hate it, but it pays the bills.”    
“I like it, but some days I don’t feel I’m making a difference.”   

“Actually, I’m unemployed (or a stay-at-home mom or retired).” 
 
Many people view work as a “curse” inherited as a result of the Fall.  They can’t wait for the 
weekend, vacation time or retirement.  
 
Did you ever think that the work you do (whether paid or unpaid) may actually be part of God’s 
plan to redeem the world?  You can be working in the secular world and still be serving God.  It 
doesn’t matter whether you are a blue-collar or white-collar worker, in a technical field or social 
services, at the beginning or end of your career — God can use your occupation (or the activities 
that occupy your daily life) to accomplish his purposes and bring his kingdom to fruition. 
 
This concept is rarely addressed in most churches, but it’s totally biblical.  We see that from the 
very beginning, when God gave Adam responsibility for managing the land and the animals, 
God intended for man to join him in his work. He created each of us with different talents and 
roles to play in the world. The Bible says we are to “lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called” (Eph 4.1) and “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for 
the Lord” (Col 3.23). 
 
Pastor Evan’s current sermon series, “Work Matters,” is all about how God can work through us, 
no matter what our job or vocation, to advance his kingdom and make this broken world a better 
place.  (If you’ve missed a sermon or would like to hear one again, you can listen to them online.  
Just look for the sermon link at www.pomerado.com.) 
 
Jeff and I have been participating with Evan in an ongoing study group that has been exploring 
these concepts in depth.  We’ve found the ideas to be both inspiring and empowering.  If this 
message resonates with you, let us know.  Either of us would be happy to meet with you to discuss 
the theology and practical application of these concepts; if there’s enough interest we might even 
set up a class.  Feel free to call Jeff at (858) 442-0811 or Susan at (858) 442-0811. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Evan is in the midst of preaching on a subject of interest to everyone: work. By “work” we mean 
not just work you get paid for, but whatever you do with the majority of your time, whether you 
get paid for it or not. That includes carpenters, accountants, business managers, as well as 
housewives, volunteers, and even the activities of those “retired.” This sermon series shows 
specifically how God uses us and our work to advance his goals of both spreading his message of 
salvation, and preparing the world for his coming Kingdom. This series is incredibly meaningful 
to most of us who sit in the pews on Sunday, by communicating God’s plan for us Monday 
through Saturday. In God’s plan, Work Matters! And that is what this series is called.   
 
These messages, about how God is using you to establish his upcoming Kingdom, are not new, 
but they are only occasionally preached in churches. Evan studied this aspect of the gospel in 
Bible College. It is spread through both the Old and New Testament.  Evan, plus Susan and Jeff 
Woking, have been participating in a national learning community studying this part of the 
gospel, and we are so enthused about its inspiring impact on how we think about, and approach, 
our daily work, we wanted to share it with every member of the congregation.   
 
Did you know that God created us to work? Our work is not punishment for our fall in the 
Garden of Eden. It may be more difficult or frustrating because of the fall, but God also means 
for us to find wonderful pleasure and productivity in our work. God designed us so that he can 
accomplish his specific objectives in the world. Those included cultivating the ground, subduing 
the earth, [add more of list and site scripture}. Jesus “worked" preaching the message of the 
coming kingdom. He also healed the sick, feed the poor, brought justice to the oppressed, to 
name a few activities. Jesus started as a carpenter.  As you understand this part of the gospel 
more deeply, you will see that God uses all the activities of every believer, and even non-
believers, to accomplish his goals on earth. 
 
God wants us to find our calling. To identify and use our special gifts and talent for him. This 
means both in our full time occupations where that opportunity exists, and in our activities before 
and after our full time work efforts. We are called to be the best at what we do, because we are 
his representatives to the unsaved.  To be the best janitor, the best businessman, the best florist, 
or prison warden. We are called to be ethical, dependable, excellent in every aspect of our jobs.  
 
God lives in us through his spirit. As others interact with us at work, they will have some 
experience of what God is like through that interaction. That’s heavy stuff, but God promises us 
an easy yoke as we align our will with his. Reflecting God’s will in your work is not something 
extra you need to add to your already busy schedule, it is doing what you already do, with the 
conscious realization that God is using you and you are serving him. 
 
The world exists now and we live in it now.  In addition to sharing the gospel with our mouths, 
we share it through our work activities, making a broken world a better place. God has a plan to 
renew all things, and we are part of it. God promises that we will eventually live with him in a 
new heaven and a new earth. Our work now not only makes things better now, but gives a 
foretaste of what is to come. 
 
  



 

 

We are only two sermons into this series. Evan reviews the messages of the prior teachings at the 
start of each new sermon. So don’t feel you have missed anything. And if you must miss one or 
two of these sermons, you can enjoy each one independently. For those who want to listen to 
every sermon, or re-listen and so deepen your understanding, please listen to the sermons on the 
church website [add link]. 
 
If this message resonates with you, please go ahead and contact Susan or Jeff Wolking [email or 
phones…]. They would be happy to talk with you further about this amazing teaching. We are 
happy to meet with you one-on-one at your convenience, and will be setting up a short weekly 
class if there is sufficient interest.  Imagine how empowered you will feel at work when you 
understand how God is working through you. Imagine how close to God you will feel, how much 
greater the feeling of intimacy you will have with God, when you know how you really do serve 
him every day, hour and moment with your work. 


